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57 ABSTRACT

To increase the reliability of power supply control of a server
group and reduce the power consumption of the server group.
A server includes a power supply stop control unit which
stops a power supply of a predetermined processing unitupon
receiving a power supply stop instruction signal instructing to
stop the power supply, a power supply start-up control unit
which intermittently starts up the power supply of the prede-
termined processing unit when the power supply stop control
unit stops the power supply of the predetermined processing
unit, a power supply start-up determination unit which deter-
mines whether a processing load of other servers which are
executing their processes among a plurality of other servers is
higher than an upper limit load determined in advance as a
load required to be processed by servers the number of which
is greater than or equal to the number of the other servers
which are executing their processes when the power supply
start-up control unit starts up the power supply of the prede-
termined processing unit, and a process control unit which
controls process execution for the predetermined processing
unit when the processing load of the other servers which are
executing their processes is determined to be higher than the
upper limit load.

20 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 5
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FIG. 8
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SERVER, POWER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM,
POWER MANAGEMENT METHOD, AND
PROGRAM

This application is a National Stage Entry of PCT/JP2012/
064693 filed Jun. 7, 2012, which claims priority from Japa-
nese Patent Application 2011-138053 filed Jun. 22, 2011, the
contents of all of wich are incorporated herein by reference, in
their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a server, a power manage-
ment system, a power management method, and a program.

BACKGROUND ART

In the case of a cluster configuration having a plurality of
servers and a storage server, a server stops in accordance with
a load of entire service to reduce the power consumption,
thereby making it possible to realize a reduction in running
cost. As a realization method for stopping a server group in
accordance with a load, a method in which a power manage-
ment server manages a power status of each server through
overconcentration has been proposed (e.g., see Patent Docu-
ment 1). The power management server monitors load infor-
mation of the servers and issues a command to stop a power
supply of a server having a low load.

Methods for starting up the power supply of the server in
such a manner include two methods.

A first method is a method in which the power management
server always monitors the load information of the servers
and starts up a stopping server when a load of the server group
increases. A second method is a method in which a start-up
time is set in advance when a server stops and the server starts
up autonomously at that time.

It is to be noted that start-up of a machine at a scheduled
time includes, for example, start-up using an Advanced Con-
figuration and Power Interface Wakeup function or the like.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion, First Publication No. 2009-176033

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

However, the two methods each have problems. A problem
of'the first method is that, when the power management server
fails, a power supply of a stopping server group cannot start
up. As aresult, when the load of the entire system configured
by a group of servers increases, the power supply cannot start
up, and thus the system may not withstand the load and may
fail.

A problem of the second method is that the start-up time
must be determined when the server stops and thus it is
difficult to start up the power supply in accordance with the
load of the system. A method such as determining the time
based on estimation of a future load may be considered, but it
is difficult to cope with a sudden load.

In other words, these power management methods suffer
from problems in that the power supply of the server group
cannot be stably controlled and the reliability of a system in
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which a processing load is shared among a plurality of servers
is degraded. Furthermore, there is a problem in that the power
consumption of the server group cannot be reduced when the
power supply of the server group does not stop in order to
increase the reliability.

Therefore, an exemplary object of the present invention is
to provide a server, a power management system, a power
management method, and a program capable of increasing
the reliability of power control of a server group and of
reducing the power consumption of the server group.

Means for Solving the Problems

The present invention has been made to achieve the afore-
mentioned exemplary object, and a server in accordance with
an aspect of the present invention is a server connected to a
plurality of other servers, and the server includes: a power
supply stop control unit which stops a power supply of a
predetermined processing unit which is a processing unit to
which supply of power from a power supply is to stop among
processing units which use the power from the power supply
upon receiving a power supply stop instruction signal
instructing to stop the power supply; a power supply start-up
controlunit which intermittently starts up the power supply of
the predetermined processing unit when the power supply
stop control unit stops the power supply of the predetermined
processing unit; a power supply start-up determination unit
which determines whether a processing load of other servers
which are executing their processes among the plurality of the
other servers is higher than an upper limit load determined in
advance as a load required to be processed by servers the
number of which is greater than or equal to the number of the
other servers which are executing their processes when the
power supply start-up control unit starts up the power supply
of the predetermined processing unit; and a process control
unit which controls process execution for the predetermined
processing unit if the power supply start-up determination
unit determines that the processing load of the other servers
which are executing their processes is higher than the upper
limit load.

A power management system in accordance with an aspect
of'the present invention includes: a plurality of servers; and a
power management apparatus connected to and communicat-
ing with the plurality of the servers, wherein the power man-
agement apparatus includes a power supply stop instruction
unit which determines whether a processing load of servers
which are executing their processes among the plurality of the
servers is lower than a lower limit load determined in advance
as a load which can be processed by servers the number of
which is less than or equal to the number of the servers which
are executing their processes based on load information indi-
cating a processing load in accordance with a process status of
the plurality of the servers, and transmits a power supply stop
instruction signal to instruct to stop a power supply of at least
one server among the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses to the server whose power supply is to stop if the
processing load of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses is lower than the lower limit load, and the server
includes: a power supply stop control unit which stops a
power supply of a predetermined processing unit which is a
processing unit to which supply of power from a power sup-
ply is to stop among processing units which use the power
from the power supply upon receiving the power supply stop
instruction signal; a power supply start-up control unit which
intermittently starts up the power supply of the predetermined
processing unit when the power supply stop control unit stops
the power supply of the predetermined processing unit; a
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power supply start-up determination unit which determines
whether a processing load of the servers which are executing
their processes among the plurality of the servers is higher
than an upper limit load determined in advance as a load
required to be processed by servers the number of which is
greater than or equal to the number of the servers which are
executing their processes when the power supply start-up
control unit starts up the power supply of the predetermined
processing unit; and a process control unit which controls
process execution for the predetermined processing unit if the
power supply start-up determination unit determines that the
processing load of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses is higher than the upper limit load.

A power management method in accordance with an aspect
of the present invention is a power management method in a
server connected to a plurality of other servers, and the
method includes: stopping a power supply of a predetermined
processing unit which is a processing unit to which supply of
power from a power supply is to stop among processing units
which use the power from the power supply upon receiving a
power supply stop instruction signal instructing to stop the
power supply; intermittently starting up the power supply of
the predetermined processing unit when the power supply of
the predetermined processing unit stops; determining
whether a processing load of other servers which are execut-
ing their processes among the plurality of the other servers is
higher than an upper limit load determined in advance as a
load required to be processed by servers the number of which
is greater than or equal to the number of the other servers
which are executing their processes when the power supply of
the predetermined processing unit starts up; and controlling
process execution for the predetermined processing unit if the
processing load of the other servers which are executing their
processes is determined to be higher than the upper limit load.

A program in accordance with an aspect of the present
invention causes a computer to function as: a communication
unit connected to and communicating with a plurality of other
servers; a power supply stop control unit which stops a power
supply of a predetermined processing unit which is a process-
ing unit to which supply of power from a power supply is to
stop among processing units which use the power from the
power supply upon receiving a power supply stop instruction
signal instructing to stop the power supply; a power supply
start-up control unit which intermittently starts up the power
supply of the predetermined processing unit when the power
supply stop control unit stops the power supply of the prede-
termined processing unit; a power supply start-up determina-
tion unit which determines whether a processing load of other
servers which are executing their processes among the plu-
rality of the other servers is higher than an upper limit load
determined in advance as a load required to be processed by
servers the number of which is greater than or equal to the
number of the other servers which are executing their pro-
cesses when the power supply start-up control unit starts up
the power supply of the predetermined processing unit; and a
process control unit which controls process execution for the
predetermined processing unit if the power supply start-up
determination unit determines that the processing load of the
other servers which are executing their processes is higher
than the upper limit load.

Exemplary Advantages of the Invention
In accordance with the present invention, it is possible to

increase the reliability of power control of the server group
and reduce the power consumption of the server group.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of a server
power management system in accordance with a first exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram describing an example of intermittent
start-up in accordance with the first exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example of a configura-
tion of the server power management system in accordance
with the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart describing an example of a processing
flow of a power management server in accordance with the
first exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart describing an example of a processing
flow when stop of a server included in a server group in
accordance with the first exemplary embodiment of the
present invention is instructed.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart describing an example of a processing
flow when the server included in the server group in accor-
dance with the first exemplary embodiment of the present
invention intermittently starts up.

FIG. 7 is a sequence diagram of the server power manage-
ment system in accordance with the first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a sequence diagram of the server power manage-
ment system in accordance with the first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of a configura-
tion of a server power management system in accordance
with a second exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart describing an example of a process-
ing flow when a server included in a server group in accor-
dance with the second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention intermittently starts up.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[First Exemplary Embodiment]

A first exemplary embodiment of the present invention will
be described in detail with reference to drawings. FIG. 1 is a
diagram illustrating an example of a server power manage-
ment system in accordance with the present exemplary
embodiment.

The server power management system in accordance with
the present exemplary embodiment includes a power man-
agement server (power management apparatus) 100, a server
group 200 including a plurality of servers, and a load moni-
toring server (load monitoring apparatus) 300, as illustrated
in FIG. 1. These are connected through a network.

The server group 200 includes, for example, a server
200_1, a server 200_2, and a server 200_3 as the plurality of
servers. [tis to be noted thatin the present exemplary embodi-
ment, while three servers will be described by way of example
for convenience of explanation, the exemplary embodiments
of the present invention are not limited thereto and a great
number of servers other than the three servers may be
included.

The power management server 100 determines whether
there is sufficient room in a processing load of each of the
servers 200_1 to 200_3 in accordance with processing sta-
tuses of the servers 200_1 to 200_3. Ifthe power management
server 100 determines that there is sufficient room, i.e., if the
processing load in the server group 200 is low, the power
management server 100 stops a power supply of at least one
server in accordance with the processing status of the server
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group 200. Therefore, it is possible to reduce the power con-
sumption of the server group 200 while securing throughput
of the server group 200.

Furthermore, when the power supply stops in accordance
with an instruction from the power management server 100,
the server included in the server group 200 starts up intermit-
tently and determines whether there is little room in the pro-
cessing load of servers which are executing their processes
included in the server group 200 in accordance with a pro-
cessing status of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses. Ifthe server determines that there is little room, i.e., if
the processing load in the server group 200 is high, the server
continues to start up the power supply of the server itself
whose power supply stopped. Therefore, it is possible to
stably control the power supply of the server group 200 and
increase the reliability of a system in which a processing load
is shared among the plurality of servers. It is to be noted that
intermittently starting up the server whose power supply is
instructed to stop in order to determine a load situation of the
servers which are executing their processes after the power
supply of some servers in the server group 200 stops in
accordance with an instruction from the power management
server 100 is hereinafter referred to as intermittent start-up.

It is to be noted that the state in which there is sufficient
room in the processing load of the server group 200 refers to
a state in which the processing load of the servers which are
executing their processes in the server group 200 is lower than
a lower limit load determined in advance as a load which can
be processed by servers the number of which is less than or
equal to the number of the servers which are executing their
processes. This lower limit load is determined in advance in
accordance with the processing status of the server group 200
and is, for example, a threshold determined in advance based
on a rate of the processing load of the servers which are
executing their processes (hereinafter referred to as a process-
ing load rate). This processing load rate is a value indicating,
as a percentage, the ratio of a current processing load to a
maximum processing load (a state in which the processing
load is 100%), which is determined in advance in accordance
with throughput of the servers 200_1 to 200_3.

Furthermore, the state in which there is little room in the
processing load of the server group 200 refers to a state in
which the processing load of the servers which are executing
their processes in the server group 200 is higher than an upper
limit load determined in advance as a load required to be
processed by servers the number of which is greater than or
equal to the number of the servers which are executing their
processes. This upper limit load is determined in advance in
accordance with the processing status of the server group 200
and is, for example, a threshold determined in advance based
on the processing load rate of the servers which are executing
their processes.

Here, intermittent start-up in each server included in the
server group 200 will be described with reference to FIG. 2.
FIG. 2 is a diagram describing an example of intermittent
start-up in accordance with the present exemplary embodi-
ment.

For example, when the server 200_3 included in the server
group 200 is executing its process and the stop of the power
supply is instructed from the power management server 100
to the server 200_3, the power supply of the server 200_3
stops (t1). Then, the server 200_3 intermittently starts up, for
example, at every given time T and determines whether the
processing load of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses in the server group 200 is higher than the upper limit
load determined in advance as a load required to be processed
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by the servers the number of which is greater than or equal to
the number of the servers which are executing their processes.

For example, at a first intermittent start-up time (12), a
determination is made that the processing load of the servers
which are executing their processes in the server group 200 is
not higher than the upper limit load determined in advance as
a load required to be processed by the servers the number of
which is greater than or equal to the number of the servers
which are executing their processes. Therefore, the server
200_3 turns off the power supply again and enters the stop
state (t3). Furthermore, a determination is made at the next
intermittent start-up time (t4) as well that the processing load
of'the servers which are executing their processes in the server
group 200 is not higher than the upper limit load determined
in advance as a load required to be processed by servers the
number of which is greater than or equal to the number of the
servers which are executing their processes. Therefore, the
server 200_3 turns off the power supply again and enters the
stop state (t5).

In contrast, at a third intermittent start-up time (t6), a deter-
mination is made that the processing load of the servers which
are executing their processes in the server group 200 is higher
than the upper limit load determined in advance as a load
required to be processed by servers the number of which is
greater than or equal to the number of the servers which are
executing their processes. In this case, the server 200_3
executes a process while starting up without turning off the
power supply.

In other words, the server 200_3 receives a power supply
stop command at the time t1. Furthermore, the server 200_3
regularly starts up at the time t2 and the time t4 to check the
load, determines a low load, and stops the power supply again
at the time t3 and the time t5. Furthermore, the server 200_3
determines a high load as a result of checking the load and
shifts to a state in which processing is possible at the time t6
while continuing to start up.

In this way, when the processing load of the servers which
are executing their processes in the server group 200 does not
exceed the upper limit load determined in advance as a load
required to be processed by servers the number of which is
greater than or equal to the number of the servers which are
executing their processes, the power supply of servers other
than the servers which are executing their processes stops. As
aresult, it is possible to reduce the power consumption of the
entire server group 200. Furthermore, each server whose
power supply stops intermittently starts up and determines
whether process execution is necessary without depending on
the instruction from the power management server 100.
Therefore, it is possible to increase throughput of the server
group 200 as necessary even if the power management server
100 stops.

Next, an example of a configuration of the server power
management system in accordance with the present exem-
plary embodiment will be described with reference to FIG. 3.
FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example of a configuration
of the server power management system in accordance with
the present exemplary embodiment.

The power management server 100 includes a load infor-
mation collection unit 101, a power supply stop determina-
tion unit 102, a power supply stop instructing unit 103, and a
communication unit 104.

The load information collection unit 101 acquires load
information indicating a processing load in accordance with a
processing status of the server group 200. For example, this
load information collection unit 101 requests the load moni-
toring server 300 to transmit the load information indicating
the processing load of the server group 200 which is collected
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by the load monitoring server 300 in advance, and acquires
the load information. Therefore, the power supply monitoring
server 100 does not have to acquire the load information from
the servers 200_1 to 200_3. However, the exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention are not limited thereto and may
acquire the load information from the servers 200_1to 200_3.
Preferably, this load information collection unit 101 acquires
the load information of the server group 200 at given time
intervals.

The power supply stop determination unit 102 determines
whether the processing load of the servers which are execut-
ing their processes in the server group 200 is lower than the
lower limit load which can be processed by servers the num-
ber of which is less than or equal to the number of the servers
which are executing their processes, based on the load infor-
mation acquired by the load information collection unit 101.

For example, when the servers 200_1 to 200_3 are execut-
ing their processes, the power supply stop determination unit
102 calculates an average ave of processing load rates R_1 to
R_3 of'these servers 200_1 to 200_3, and determines whether
the average ave of the processing load rates R_1 to R_3 of'the
servers 200_1 to 200_3 is less than a first threshold th1 deter-
mined in advance. In the present exemplary embodiment, the
first threshold th1 is set to 30%. If the average of the process-
ing load rates of the server group 200 is less than 30%, the
power supply stop determination unit 102 determines that the
processing load of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses in the server group 200 is lower than the lower limit
load and outputs information indicating a determination
result to the power supply stop instructing unit 103. It is to be
noted that the power supply stop determination unit 102 may
output information in which information indicating the aver-
age of the processing load rates of the server group 200 is
associated with information indicating the determination
result to the power supply stop instructing unit 103.

If the processing load of the servers which are executing
their processes is less than the lower limit load, for example,
if the determination result indicating that the processing load
of'the servers which are executing their processes in the server
group 200 is lower than the lower limit load is input from the
power supply stop determination unit 102, the power supply
stop instructing unit 103 transmits, to servers whose power
supplies are to stop, a power supply stop instruction signal to
instruct to stop the power supply of at least one of the servers
which are executing their processes in the server group 200.

For example, if the determination result indicating that the
processing load of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses in the server group 200 is lower than the lower limit
load is input from the power supply stop determination unit
102, the power supply stop instructing unit 103 transmits, to
the server 200_3 determined in advance as a server whose
power supply is to stop, the power supply stop instruction
signal to instruct to stop the power supply of the server 200_3.
In the present exemplary embodiment, the power supply stop
instructing unit 103 determines in advance that servers whose
power supplies are to stop are selected one by one in descend-
ing order of reference signs of the servers 200_1 to 200_3 {in
order of 200_3, 2002, and 200_1}. It is to be noted that the
exemplary embodiments of the present invention are not lim-
ited thereto, and the power supply stop instructing unit 103
may determine in advance that a server whose processing
load rate indicated by each load information is smallest is
selected among the servers 200_1 to 200_3 as a server whose
power supply is to stop.

Furthermore, the power supply stop instructing unit 103
may determine the number of servers to stop in accordance
with the number of the servers which are executing their
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processes included in the server group 200 and the average
ave of the processing load rates of the server group 200. For
example, the power supply stop instructing unit 103 may
determine Z when a left side of arithmetic expression (1)
below is maximized under a condition that arithmetic expres-
sion (1) below is satisfied as the number of servers to stop.

(YxAve)/(Y-2)>0.3 Arithmetic expression (1)

In this arithmetic expression (1), Y denotes the number of
the servers which are executing their processes included in
the server group 200, Z denotes the number of servers to stop,
and ave denotes the average of the processing load rates of the
server group 200.

For example, when the server group 200 includes ten serv-
ers which are executing their processes and the average of the
processing load rates of the server group 200 is 20%, the
power supply stop instructing unit 103 determines the num-
ber of servers to stop to be “4”

The communication unit 104 performs data communica-
tion with each of the servers 200_1 to 200_3 of the server
group 200 and the load monitoring server 300 through a
network NW. For example, this communication unit 104
receives the load information and transmits the power supply
stop instruction signal.

The plurality of servers 200_1 to 200_3 included in the
server group 200 all have a configuration which will be
described below. For convenience of explanation, an example
of'a configuration ofthe server 200_1 will be described herein
as a representative and a description of an example of con-
figurations of the other servers 200_2 and 200_3 is omitted.

The server 200_1 includes a process control unit 201, a
load information collection unit 202, a power supply stop
control unit 203, a power supply start-up determination unit
204, a power supply start-up control unit 205, a storage unit
206, a power supply unit 207, and a communication unit 208.
It is to be noted that the process control unit 201, the load
information collection unit 202, the power supply stop con-
trol unit 203, the power supply start-up determination unit
204, the power supply start-up control unit 205, and the
communication unit 208 are processing units in which a cen-
tral processing unit (CPU) executes a process using informa-
tion stored in the storage unit 206. It is to be noted that the
process control unit 201, the load information collection unit
202, the power supply stop control unit 203, the power supply
start-up control unit 205, and the communication unit 208 are
processing units determined in advance as processing units to
which supply of power from a power supply is to stop among
processing units which use the power from the power supply
when the server 200_1 receives the power supply stop instruc-
tion signal from the power management server 100. It is to be
noted that even when the power supply stop instruction signal
is received from the power management server 100, the power
continues to be supplied to the power supply start-up deter-
mination unit 204.

The process control unit 201 is a process control unit which
executes a process in the server 200_1. This process control
unit 201 is, for example, a CPU and executes the process
using the storage unit 206.

The load information collection unit 202 acquires load
information indicating the processing load of the server
200_1 itself. For example, this load information collection
unit 202 acquires load information indicating the processing
load of the process control unit 201. Specifically, the load
information collection unit 202 acquires load information
indicating a use rate of the CPU, which is the process control
unit 201, use amounts of a memory and a disk of the storage
unit 206, or the like. Furthermore, the load information col-
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lection unit 202 acquires load information indicating a use
rate of a network band in communication of the communica-
tion unit 208 as the load information indicating the processing
load of the server 200_1 itself.

Furthermore, the load information collection unit 202
acquires load information indicating processing loads of the
other servers 200_2 and 200_3 included in the server group
200. For example, this load information collection unit 202
may request the load monitoring server 300 to provide load
information indicating the processing loads of the other serv-
ers 2002 and 200_3 acquired by the load monitoring server
300 in advance, or request each ofthe other servers 200_2 and
200_3 to provide load information indicating the processing
loads.

Itis to be noted that when unique identification information
(server identifier (ID)) is assigned to each of the servers
200_1to 200_3, and the load information collection unit 202
transmits the load information to an external apparatus, this
server 1D is associated with the load information and they are
then transmitted.

When a power supply stop instruction signal instructing
the stop of the power supply is input from the power manage-
ment server 100, the power supply stop control unit 203
executes a power supply stop preparation process. This power
supply stop preparation process refers to a process of per-
forming preparation for starting up the power supply after the
power supply stops. For example, as the power supply stop
preparation process, the power supply stop control unit 203
stops the power supply of the processing units determined in
advance as the processing units to which supply of power
from the power supply is to stop among the processing units
which use the power from the power supply unit 207. More-
over, as the power supply stop preparation process, the power
supply stop control unit 203 performs a setting for executing
an intermittent start-up process to intermittently start up the
power supply. Furthermore, the power supply stop prepara-
tion process includes, for example, a process such as safe stop
of a process performed in the server itself and saving of a
volatile area such as a memory to a nonvolatile area.

This intermittent start-up process refers to a process of
intermittently starting up the power supply in a state in which
the power supply of the server stops and determining whether
the server itself in a stop state should enter a state in which
processing is possible in order to increase the number of
servers for process execution in the server group 200 in accor-
dance with the processing load of the server group 200. If a
determination is made that the server itself in the stop state
should enter the state in which processing is possible, the
server in the stop state intermittently starts up and then
remains in the start-up state, and thus the number of servers in
a state in which processing is possible in the server group 200
increases.

In this power supply stop preparation process, a start-up
timing, which is an intermittent start-up timing, is set, and the
above-described determination process is set to be executed
when intermittent start-up is performed at the start-up timing.
This start-up timing may be atime determined based on a time
at which the power supply stops in accordance with an
instruction from the power management server 100 or may be
a time set at predetermined time intervals from the time at
which the power supply stops in accordance with the instruc-
tion from the power management server 100.

The power supply start-up determination unit 204 includes
a clock unit built therein, executes, in the intermittent start-up
process, a process of determining whether the start-up timing
to intermittently start up the power supply of the server itself
(an intermittent start-up determination process) has arrived
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and a process of determining whether the power supply con-
tinues to start up when the power supply intermittently starts
up to enter a state in which processing is possible (a continu-
ous start-up determination process).

In this intermittent start-up determination process, for
example, the power supply start-up determination unit 204
determines whether a start-up timing set in the power supply
stop preparation process performed by the power supply stop
control unit 203 based on the power supply stop instruction
signal from the power management server 100 has arrived. If
a determination is made that the start-up timing has arrived,
the power supply start-up determination unit 204 instructs the
power supply start-up control unit 205 to temporarily start up
(intermittent start) the power supply. This start-up timing may
be a start-up timing which provides a period of a stop state
having a predetermined length. Furthermore, for the start-up
timing, a method for increasing a time interval in accordance
with the number of times the load of the entire system is
determined to be lower than a threshold may be considered.
For example, an intermittent start-up interval may be
increased gradually from a time at which the power supply
stop instruction signal is received from the power manage-
ment server 100.

Furthermore, in the continuous start-up determination pro-
cess, for example, the power supply start-up determination
unit 204 acquires load information indicating the processing
load of the servers which are executing their processes
included in the server group 200 from the load information
collection unit 202 and determines whether there is no room
in the processing load of the servers which are executing their
processes included in the server group 200 based on this load
information.

Specifically, when the servers 200_1 and 200_2 are execut-
ing their processes and the server 200_3 starts up intermit-
tently, the power supply start-up determination unit 204 ofthe
server 200_3 calculates an average ave of processing load
rates R_1 and R_2 of these servers 200_1 and 200_2, and
determines whether the average ave of the processing load
rates R_1 and R_2 of the servers 200_1 and 200_2 is greater
than or equal to a second threshold th2, which is determined
in advance.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the second thresh-
old th2 is set to 60%. If the average of the processing load
rates of the server group 200 is greater than or equal to 60%,
the power supply start-up control unit 205 determines that
there is no room in the processing load of the servers which
are executing their processes included in the server group
200. In this case, the power supply start-up determination unit
204 outputs information indicating entry into a state in which
processing is possible to the process control unit 201. As a
result, the server 200_3 intermittently starts up, and then
continues to enter a start-up state.

In contrast, if the average of the processing load rates of the
server group 200 is less than 60%, the power supply start-up
determination unit 204 determines that there is room in the
processing load of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses included in the server group 200. In this case, the
power supply start-up determination unit 204 outputs infor-
mation indicating that the server 200_3 itself stops to the
power supply stop control unit 203.

When a signal instructing intermittent start-up is input
from the power supply start-up determination unit 204, the
power supply start-up control unit 205 starts up the power
supply of the server itself. In other words, the power supply
start-up control unit 205 supplies power from the power sup-
ply unit 207 to each component of the server itself and, for
example, controls the load information collection unit 202 to
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collect the load information of the servers which are execut-
ing their processes included in the server group 200.

The storage unit 206 stores information to be used when the
process control unit 201 executes a process and includes a
memory area to be used during the process is executed by the
process control unit 201.

The power supply unit 207 starts up each server and sup-
plies power necessary to execute the process to each compo-
nent.

The communication unit 208 is connected to the power
management server 100 and the load monitoring server 300
through the network NW and communicates with these serv-
ers.

The load monitoring server 300 includes a load informa-
tion collection unit 301, a storage unit 302, and a communi-
cation unit 303. The load information collection unit 301
collects load information from each of the servers 200_1 to
200_3 included in the server group 200 and stores the load
information in the storage unit 302. For example, this load
information collection unit 301 requests each of the servers
200_1to 200_3 to transmit the load information at given time
intervals. The load information collection unit 301 associates
the load information received from the servers 200_1 to
200_3 with server IDs and stores them in the storage unit 302.

The storage unit 302 stores the load information and the
server IDs, which are associated with each other.

The communication unit 303 is connected to the power
management server 100 and each server in the server group
200 through the network NW and communicates with these
servers.

Next, an example of a processing flow of the power man-
agement server 100 will be described with reference to FIG.
4.FIG. 4 is a flowchart describing an example of a processing
flow of the power management server 100 in accordance with
the present exemplary embodiment.

(Step ST11)

For example, the load information collection unit 101 of
the power management server 100 requests, via the commu-
nication unit 104, the load monitoring server 300 to transmit
the latest load information. It is to be noted that the present
embodiment is not limited thereto and the load information
collection unit 101 may request each of the servers 200_1 to
200_3 included in the server group 200 to transmit the load
information.

Then, when the communication unit 104 receives load
information [_1 to L._3 of the servers 200_1 to 200_3, the
communication unit 104 outputs the received load informa-
tion [._1 to [._3 to the power supply stop determination unit
102.

(Step ST12)

The power supply stop determination unit 102 then calcu-
lates an average ave of the processing load rates R_1 to R_3
of the servers 200_1 to 200_3 based on the load information
L_1 to L_3 of the servers 200_1 to 200_3, and determines
whether the average ave of the processing load rates R_1 to
R_3 of'the servers 200_1 to 200_3 is less than the first thresh-
old th1 (30%), which is a power supply stop threshold which
is determined in advance.

It the average ave of the processing load rates of the server
group 200 is less than 30%, the power supply stop determi-
nation unit 102 determines that the processing load of the
servers which are executing their processes in the server
group 200 is lower than the lower limit load which can be
processed by servers the number of which is less than or equal
to the number of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses and outputs a determination result to the power supply
stop instructing unit 103 (step ST12-YES). In contrast, if the
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average ave of the processing load rates of the server group
200 is greater than or equal to 30%, the power supply stop
determination unit 102 determines that the processing load of
the servers which are executing their processes in the server
group 200 is not lower than the lower limit load which can be
processed by servers the number of which is less than or equal
to the number of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses (the flow proceeds to step ST15) and enters a standby
state until a determination timing arrives (step ST12-NO).
(Step ST13)

Then, when the determination result indicating that the
processing load of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses in the server group 200 is lower than the lower limit
load which can be processed by servers the number of which
is less than or equal to the number of the servers which are
executing their processes is input from the power supply stop
determination unit 102, the power supply stop instructing unit
103 determines that the server 200_3 determined in advance
as a server whose power supply is to stop among the servers
200_1 to 200_3 which are executing their processes in the
server group 200 is a server whose power supply is to stop. It
is to be noted that the power supply stop instructing unit 103
in accordance with the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention are not limited thereto and a server having the
lowest processing load may be determined as a server whose
power supply is to stop, or one or more servers may be
determined as servers whose power supplies are to stop.
(Step ST14)

Then, the power supply stop instructing unit 103 transmits
a power supply stop instruction signal for instructing to stop
the power supply to the server 200_3 determined as a server
whose power supply is to stop.

(Step ST15)

The load information collection unit 101 then waits for a
given time and determines whether a predetermined determi-
nation timing has arrived. If the determination timing has
arrived, the flow returns to step ST11 in which the load
information collection unit 101 acquires load information.

Next, an example of a processing flow when stop of the
server included in the server group 200 is instructed will be
described with reference to FIG. 5. FIG. 5 is a flowchart
describing an example of a processing flow at the time of a
stop command for the server 200_3 included in the server
group 200 in accordance with the present exemplary embodi-
ment.

(Step ST21)

The servers 200_1 to 200_3 in the server group 200 receive
a power supply stop instruction signal from the power man-
agement server 100 via the communication unit 208.

(Step ST22)

The communication unit 208 outputs the received power
supply stop instruction signal to the power supply stop control
unit 203. Then, the power supply stop control unit 203
executes a power supply stop preparation process.

(Step ST23)

For example, the power supply stop control unit 203 deter-
mines a next start-up time and registers the next start-up time
with the storage unit 206.

(Step ST24)

Then, the power supply stop control unit 203 stops the
power supply of the server itself.

Next, an example of a processing flow when a server
included in the server group 200 intermittently starts up will
be described with reference to FIG. 6. FIG. 6 is a flowchart
describing an example of a processing flow when the server
200_3 included in the server group 200 in accordance with the
present exemplary embodiment intermittently starts up.
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(Step ST31)

The power supply start-up determination unit 204 of the
server 200_3 determines whether a start-up timing has
arrived, and instructs the power supply start-up control unit
205 to start up the power supply upon determining that the
start-up timing has arrived. Then, the power supply start-up
control unit 205 starts up the power supply.

(Step ST32)

Then, the load information collection unit 202 requests the
load monitoring server 300 to transmit the latest load infor-
mation [,_1 and L._2 for the servers 200_1 and 200_2 other
than the server 200_3 itself included in the server group 200.
It is to be noted that the present embodiment is not limited
thereto, and the load information collection unit 202 of the
server 200_3 may request each of the other servers 200_1 and
200_2 included in the server group 200 to transmit the load
information.

Then, when the communication unit 208 receives the load
information I._1 and L._2 of the servers 200_1 and 200_2, the
load information collection unit 202 outputs the received load
information [._1 and [._2 to the power supply start-up deter-
mination unit 204.

(Step ST33)

Then, the power supply start-up determination unit 204
determines whether the processing load of the servers 200_1
and 200_2 which are executing their processes in the server
group 200 is higher than an upper limit load determined in
advance as a load required to be processed by servers the
number of which is greater than or equal to the number of the
servers which are executing their processes. For example, the
power supply start-up determination unit 204 calculates an
average ave of the processing load rates R_1 and R_2 of the
servers 200_1 and 200_2 based on the load information [,_1
and L_2 of the servers 200_1 and 200_2, and determines
whether the average ave of the processing load rates R_1 and
R_2 ofthe servers 200_1 and 200_2 is greater than or equal to
the second threshold th2 (60%), which is a power supply
start-up threshold which is determined in advance.

(Step ST34)

It the average ave of the processing load rates of the server
group 200 is greater than or equal to 60%, i.e., if the load of
the entire system is greater than or equal to the power supply
start-up threshold, the power supply start-up determination
unit 204 determines that the processing load of the servers
which are executing their processes in the server group 200 is
higher than the upper limit load required to be processed by
servers the number of which is greater than or equal to the
number of the servers which are executing their processes.
Then, the power supply start-up determination unit 204
instructs the process control unit 201 to execute a process.

In other words, the server 200_3 starts up intermittently in
accordance with the instruction from the power supply start-
up control unit 205, and then continues to start up to enter a
state in which the process in the process control unit 201 is
possible.

(Step ST35)

In contrast, if the average ave of the processing load rates of
the server group 200 is less than 60%, i.e., if the load of the
entire system is lower than the power supply start-up thresh-
old, the power supply start-up determination unit 204 deter-
mines that the processing load of the servers which are
executing their processes in the server group 200 is not higher
than the upper limit load required to be processed by servers
the number of which is greater than or equal to the number of
the servers which are executing their processes. Then, the
power supply start-up determination unit 204 instructs the
power supply stop control unit 203 to stop the power supply.
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As the power supply stop preparation process, for example,
this power supply stop control unit 203 sets a next start-up
time.

(Step ST36)

Then, the power supply stop control unit 203 turns off the
power supply. In other words, the server 200_3 intermittently
starts up in accordance with the instruction from the power
supply start-up control unit 205 and then the power supply
stop control unit 203 executes the power supply stop prepa-
ration process and stops the power supply.

Next, an example of a processing flow of the server power
management system in accordance with the present exem-
plary embodiment will be described with reference to FIGS.
7 and 8. FIGS. 7 and 8 are sequence diagrams of the server
power management system in accordance with the present
exemplary embodiment. It is to be noted that a case in which
the servers 200_1 to 200_3 are starting up in an initial state
will be described herein.

(Step ST41)

For example, the load information collection unit 301 of
the load monitoring server 300 requests, via the communica-
tion unit 303, the servers 200_1 to 200_3 of the server group
200 to transmit load information at given time intervals.
(Step ST42)

Each of the servers 200_1 to 200_3 receives information
requesting to transmit the load information from the load
monitoring server 300 via the communication unit 208. Then,
the load information collection unit 202 of each of the servers
200_1 to 200_3 acquires the load information indicating the
processing load of the server itself. Here, the servers 200_1 to
200_3 acquire the load information [._1to [._3 indicating the
processing loads of the servers themselves, respectively.
Then, the load information collection unit 202 transmits
information in which the acquired load information [._1 to
L_3 is associated with server IDs assigned to the servers
themselves, to the load monitoring server 300 via the com-
munication unit 208.

(Step ST43)

Upon receiving the load information [._1 to L._3 from the
servers 200_1 to 200_3 via the communication unit 303, the
load monitoring server 300 associates the load information
L_1to L._3 with the server IDs and stores them in the storage
unit 302.

(Step ST44)

On the other hand, for example, the load information col-
lection unit 101 of the power management server 100 deter-
mines whether a determination timing for determining the
processing load of the server group 200 has arrived.

(Step ST45)

If a determination is made that the determination timing
has arrived, for example, the load information collection unit
101 requests, via the communication unit 104, the load moni-
toring server 300 to transmit the latest load information.
(Step ST46)

The load monitoring server 300 receives information
requesting the transmission of the load information from the
power management server 100 via the communication unit
303. Then, the load information collection unit 301 of the load
monitoring server 300 reads the latest load information[._1to
L_3 among the load information stored in the storage unit
302, and transmits information in which the load information
L_1 to L_3 is associated with the server IDs to the power
management server 100 via the communication unit 303. Itis
to be noted that the load information [._1 to L_3 stored in the
storage unit 302 is associated with, for example, time infor-
mation indicating times when the load monitoring server 300
acquires the load information ._1 to [._3 from the servers
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200_1 to 200_3, and the load monitoring server 300 reads the
latest load information in the storage unit 302 with reference
to the time information.
(Step ST47)

When the power management server 100 receives the load
information [,_1 to I._3 from the load monitoring server 300,
the power management server 100 outputs the load informa-
tion [._1 to [._3 to the power supply stop determination unit
102. Then, the power supply stop determination unit 102
determines whether the processing load of the servers which
are executing their processes in the server group 200 is lower
than the lower limit load which can be processed by servers
the number of which is less than or equal to the number of the
servers which are executing their processes based on the load
information L._1to L_3.

For example, the power supply stop determination unit 102
calculates an average ave of the processing load rates R_1 to
R_3 of the servers 200_1 to 200_3 based on the load infor-
mation L_1 to L_3 of the servers 200_1 to 200_3, and deter-
mines whether the average ave of the processing load rates
R_1toR_3 of'the servers 200_1 to 200_3 is less than the first
threshold th1 (30%), which is determined in advance.

It the average ave of the processing load rates of the server
group 200 is less than 30%, the power supply stop determi-
nation unit 102 outputs a determination result to the power
supply stop instructing unit 103 (step ST47-YES). In con-
trast, if the average ave of the processing load rates of the
server group 200 is greater than or equal to 30%, the power
supply stop determination unit 102 enters a standby state until
a determination timing arrives (step ST47-NO).

(Step ST48)

If'the determination result indicating that the average ave of
the processing load rates of the server group 200 is less than
30% is input from the power supply stop determination unit
102, the power supply stop instructing unit 103 then transmits
a power supply stop instruction signal instructing to stop a
power supply to the server 200_3 determined in advance as a
server whose power supply is to stop among the servers 200_1
to 200_3 which are executing their processes in the server
group 200.

It is to be noted that the process of steps ST44 to ST48 is a
process corresponding to the processing flow of the power
management server 100 described with reference to FIG. 4.
(Step ST49)

Then, the power supply stop control unit 203 of each of the
servers 200_1 to 200_3 of the server group 200 determines
whether the power supply stop instruction signal has been
received from the power management server 100.

Here, the servers 200_1 and 200_2 do not receive the power
supply stop instruction signal from the power management
server 100 while the server 200_3 receives the power supply
stop instruction signal from the power management server
100.

(Step ST50)

Then, when the power supply stop control unit 203 of the
server 200_3 determines that the power supply stop instruc-
tion signal has been received from the power management
server 100, the power supply stop control unit 203 executes a
power supply stop preparation process. For example, this
power supply stop control unit 203 sets a start-up timing
indicating an intermittent start-up time.

(Step ST51)

The power supply stop control unit 203 of the server 200_3
then stops the power supply. It is to be noted that, in this case,
power is supplied to a clock unit (not illustrated) which mea-
sures the intermittent start-up time and to some functions of
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the power supply start-up determination unit 204, which
determines whether the intermittent start-up time has arrived.

It is to be noted that the servers 200_1 and 200_2 continue
to start up since they do not receive the power supply stop
instruction signal.

It is to be noted that the process of steps ST50 and ST51 is
a process corresponding to the processing flow when stop of
the server is instructed, which is described with reference to
FIG. 5.

Next, continuation of the processing flow of the server
power management system in accordance with the present
exemplary embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7 will be described
with reference to FIG. 8.

(Step ST52)

The power supply start-up determination unit 204 of the
server 200_3 determines whether a set intermittent start-up
time has arrived. In other words, the power supply start-up
determination unit 204 determines whether a start-up timing
has arrived.

(Step ST53)

When the start-up timing has arrived, the power supply
start-up determination unit 204 outputs a signal instructing
start-up of the power supply to the power supply start-up
control unit 205. The power supply start-up control unit 205
starts up the power supply.

(Step ST54)

For example, when the power supply of the server 200_3
starts up, the load information collection unit 202 requests the
load monitoring server 300 to transmit load information indi-
cating the processing load of the other servers 200_1 and
200_2.

(Step ST55)

Then, the load monitoring server 300 receives information
for requesting the transmission of the load information from
the server 200_3 via the communication unit 303. Then, the
load information collection unit 301 of the load monitoring
server 300 reads the latest load information I._1 and [,_2
among the load information stored in the storage unit 302, and
transmits information in which the load information L._1 and
L_2 is associated with server IDs to the server 200_3 via the
communication unit 303.

(Step ST56)

The power supply start-up determination unit 204 then
executes a continuous start-up determination process based
on the load information received from the load monitoring
server 300.

(Step ST57)

In other words, the power supply start-up determination
unit 204 determines whether the server itself which has inter-
mittently started up is to return to a stop state or the server
itself is to start up to enter a state in which processing is
possible.

Specifically, a determination is made as to whether the
processing load of the servers 200_1 and 200_2 which are
executing their processes in the server group 200 is higher
than an upper limit load determined in advance as a load
required to be processed by servers the number of which is
greater than or equal to the number of the servers which are
executing their processes. For example, the power supply
start-up determination unit 204 calculates an average ave of
processing load rates R_1 and R_2 of the servers 200_1 and
200_2 based on the load information L_1 and L_2 of the
servers 200_1 and 200_2, and determines whether the aver-
age ave of the processing load rates R_1 and R_2 of the
servers 200_1 and 200_2 is greater than or equal to the second
threshold th2 (60%), which is determined in advance.
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(Step ST58)

It the average ave of the processing load rates of the server
group 200 is greater than or equal to 60%, i.e., if the load of
the entire system is greater than or equal to the power supply
start-up threshold, the power supply start-up determination
unit 204 determines that the server itself which has intermit-
tently started up is to start up to enter a state in which pro-
cessing is possible since the processing load of the servers
which are executing their processes in the server group 200 is
higher than the upper limit load required to be processed by
servers the number of which is greater than or equal to the
number of the servers which are executing their processes.
Then, the power supply start-up determination unit 204
instructs the process control unit 201 to execute a process.

In other words, the server 200_3 intermittently starts up in
accordance with the instruction from the power supply start-
up control unit 205, and then continues to start up to enter a
state in which a process in the process control unit 201 is
possible.

(Step ST59)

In contrast, if the average ave of the processing load rates of
the server group 200 is less than 60%, i.e., if the load of the
entire system is lower than the power supply start-up thresh-
old, the power supply start-up determination unit 204 deter-
mines that the server itself which has intermittently started up
is to return to the stop state since the processing load of the
servers which are executing their processes in the server
group 200 is not higher than the upper limit load required to
be processed by servers the number of which is greater than or
equal to the number of the servers which are executing their
processes. Then, the power supply start-up determination unit
204 instructs the power supply stop control unit 203 to stop
the power supply. As the power supply stop preparation pro-
cess, for example, this power supply stop control unit 203 sets
a next start-up time.

(Step ST60)

Then, the power supply stop control unit 203 turns off the
power supply. In other words, the server 200_3 starts up
intermittently in accordance with the instruction from the
power supply start-up control unit 205, and then the power
supply stop control unit 203 executes the power supply stop
preparation process and stops the power supply.

[Second Exemplary Embodiment]

Next, a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described with reference to FIGS. 9 and 10.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of a configura-
tion of a server power management system in accordance
with the present exemplary embodiment. The server power
management system in accordance with the present exem-
plary embodiment differs from the configuration in accor-
dance with the first exemplary embodiment illustrated in FIG.
3 in that the server group 200 is replaced with a server group
400, and a plurality of servers 400_1, 4002, and 400_3
included in this server group 400 each include a differential
synchronization processing unit 409. It is to be noted that
since the other configuration included in the servers 400_1,
4002, and 400_3 is the same as that in the first exemplary
embodiment, the other configuration is denoted with the same
names and a detailed description thereof is omitted.

A storage unit 406 stores shared data which is shared
among the plurality of servers 400_1, 4002, and 400_3
included in the server 400 group.

When there is data shared among the plurality of servers
400_1, 400_2, and 400_3 included in the server 400 group,
the differential synchronization processing unit 409 acquires
differential data from the other servers in each intermittent
start-up. This differential synchronization processing unit
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409 includes a clock unit built therein, acquires, at the time of
intermittent start-up, data updated by the other servers in a
previous period in which the power supply stops as the dif-
ferential data, and writes it in the storage unit 406.

For example, when the differential synchronization pro-
cessing unit 409 receives a power supply stop instruction
signal from the power management server 100, the differen-
tial synchronization processing unit 409 measures the time at
which the differential synchronization processing unit 409
has received the power supply stop instruction signal and
stores the measured time in the storage unit 406 as a power
supply stop time. Then, the differential synchronization pro-
cessing unit 409 produces an updated shared data request
signal to request transmission of the latest shared data
updated after the power supply stop time with reference to the
storage unit 406, and transmits it to the other servers. The
differential synchronization processing unit 409 updates the
shared data in the storage unit 406 based on differential data
received from the other servers. It is to be noted that the
differential synchronization processing unit 409 measures the
time at which the shared data has been updated and stores the
measured time in the storage unit 406 as an update time.

Next, an example of a processing flow at the time of inter-
mittent start-up of a server included in the server group 400 in
accordance with the present exemplary embodiment will be
described with reference to FIG. 10. FIG. 10 is a flowchart
describing an example of the processing flow at the time of the
intermittent start-up of the server 400_3 included in the server
group 400 in accordance with the present exemplary embodi-
ment.

(Step ST61)

The power supply start-up determination unit 404 of the
server 400_3 determines whether a start-up timing has
arrived, and instructs the power supply start-up control unit
405 to start up the power supply upon determining that the
start-up timing has arrived. Then, the power supply start-up
control unit 405 starts up the power supply.

(Step ST62)

The load information collection unit 402 then requests the
load monitoring server 300 to transmit the latest load infor-
mationl._11 and [._12 for the servers 400_1 and 400_2 other
than the server 400_3 itself included in the server group 400.
It is to be noted that the present embodiment is not limited
thereto and the load information collection unit 402 of the
server 400_3 may request the other servers 400_1 and 400_2
included in the server group 400 to transmit the load infor-
mation.

Then, when the communication unit 408 receives the load
information L._11 and L._12 of the servers 400_1 and 400_2,
the load information collection unit 402 outputs the received
load information [._11 and [._12 to the power supply start-up
determination unit 404.

(Step ST63)

The power supply start-up determination unit 404 then
determines whether the processing load of the servers 400_1
and 400_2 which are executing their processes in the server
group 400 is higher than the upper limit load determined in
advance as a load required to be processed by servers the
number of which is greater than or equal to the number of the
servers which are executing their processes. For example, the
power supply start-up determination unit 404 calculates an
average ave ofthe processing load rates R_11 and R_12 ofthe
servers 400_1 and 400_2 based on the load information L_11
and L_12 of the server 400_1 and 400_2, and determines
whether the average ave of the processing load rates R_11 and
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R_12 of'the servers 400_1 and 400_2 is greater than or equal
to the second threshold th2 (60%), which is determined in
advance.
(Step ST64)

It the average ave of the processing load rates of the server
group 400 is greater than or equal to 60%, i.e., if the load of
the entire system is greater than or equal to the power supply
start-up threshold, the power supply start-up determination
unit 404 determines that the processing load of the servers
which are executing their processes in the server group 400 is
higher than the upper limit load required to be processed by
servers the number of which is greater than or equal to the
number of the servers which are executing their processes.
Then, the power supply start-up determination unit 404
instructs the differential synchronization processing unit 409
to perform the updating process of the differential data.

The differential synchronization processing unit 409 of the
server 400_3 reads information indicating the latest power
supply stop time stored in the storage unit 406. Then, the
differential synchronization processing unit 409 produces an
updated shared data request signal for requesting transmis-
sion of the latest shared data updated after the power supply
stop time and transmits it to the other servers 400_1 and
400_2.

Then, the differential synchronization processing unit 409
of each of the other servers 400_1 and 400_2 determines
whether there is latest shared data updated after the power
supply stop time, based on the received updated shared data
request signal for requiring transmission of the latest shared
data updated after the power supply stop time. If this updated
latest shared data exists, the differential synchronization pro-
cessing unit 409 of each of the other servers 400_1 and 400_2
transmits the latest shared data updated after the power supply
stop time to the server 400_3 as the differential data. The
differential synchronization processing unit 409 of'this server
400_3 updates the shared data in the storage unit 406 based on
the differential data received from the other servers 400_1 and
400_2.

(Step ST65)

Then, the power supply start-up determination unit 404
instructs the process control unit 401 to execute the process.

In other words, the server 400_3 intermittently starts up in
accordance with an instruction from the power supply start-
up control unit 405, and then continues to start up to enter a
state in which the process in the process control unit 401 is
possible.

(Step ST66)

In contrast, if the average ave of the processing load rates of
the server group 400 is less than 60%, i.e., if the load of the
entire system is lower than the power supply start-up thresh-
old, the power supply start-up determination unit 404 deter-
mines that the processing load of the servers which are
executing their processes in the server group 400 is not higher
than the upper limit load required to be processed by servers
the number of which is greater than or equal to the number of
the servers which are executing their processes. Then, the
power supply start-up determination unit 404 instructs the
differential synchronization processing unit 409 to perform
an updating process for differential data.

The differential synchronization processing unit 409 of the
server 400_3 reads the information indicating the latest power
supply stop time stored in the storage unit 406. Then, the
differential synchronization processing unit 409 produces an
updated shared data request signal for requiring transmission
of the latest shared data updated after the power supply stop
time and transmits it to the other servers 400_1 and 400_2.
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Then, the differential synchronization processing unit 409
of each of the other servers 400_1 and 400_2 determines
whether there is latest shared data updated after this power
supply stop time based on the received updated shared data
request signal for requiring transmission of the latest shared
data updated after the power supply stop time. If this updated
latest shared data exists, the differential synchronization pro-
cessing unit 409 of each of the other server 400_1 and 400_2
transmits the latest shared data updated after the power supply
stop time to the server 400_3 as the differential data. The
differential synchronization processing unit 409 of the server
400_3 updates the shared data in the storage unit 406 based on
the differential data received from the other servers 400_1 and
400_2.

(Step ST67)

Then, the power supply start-up determination unit 404
instructs the power supply stop control unit 403 to stop the
power supply. As the power supply stop preparation process,
for example, this power supply stop control unit 403 sets a
next start-up time.

(Step ST68)

Then, the power supply stop control unit 403 turns off the
power supply. In other words, the server 400_3 intermittently
starts up in accordance with an instruction from the power
supply start-up control unit 405, and then the power supply
stop control unit 403 executes the power supply stop prepa-
ration process and stops the power supply.

As a result, each server can gradually update the differen-
tial data in each intermittent start-up. Therefore, it is not
necessary to update information which has not yet been
updated at a time when the intermittent start-up ends and a
process can be executed and a data update time can be short-
ened even if, for example, an intermittent start-up standby
state continues for a long time. In contrast, if the differential
data is not gradually updated in each intermittent start-up, a
large amount of differential data to be updated may be gen-
erated when the process is to be executed, and the data update
time may be long. In the present exemplary embodiment, it is
possible to prevent such a situation.

Furthermore, the power management server (power man-
agement apparatus) 100, the server group 200 or the server
group 400 including a plurality of servers, and the load moni-
toring server (load monitoring apparatus) 300 of the exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention each include a
computer system therein. Moreover, steps of the operation are
stored in the form of a program in a computer-readable
recording medium, and the computer system reads and
executes this program to perform the above process. The
“computer system” referred to herein includes a CPU, various
memories, an operating system (OS), and hardware such as
peripheral devices.

Furthermore, the “computer system” includes a homepage
providing environment (or display environmental) if a World
Wide Web (WWW) system is used.

Furthermore, the “computer-readable recording medium”
includes a flexible disk, a magnetic optical disc, a read only
memory (ROM), a writable nonvolatile memory such as a
flash memory, a portable medium such as a compact disc
(CD)-ROM, or a storage apparatus such as a hard disk embed-
ded in a computer system.

Furthermore, the “computer-readable recording medium”
also includes a recording medium that holds a program for a
given time, such as a volatile memory (e.g., a dynamic ran-
dom access memory (DRAM)) inside a computer system
serving as a server or a client when a program is transmitted
via a network such as the Internet or a communication line
such as a telephone line.
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Furthermore, the above-described program may be trans-
mitted from a computer system in which the program is stored
in a storage apparatus or the like to other computers via a
transmission medium or using transmission waves in the
transmission medium. Here, the “transmission medium”
which transmits the program refers to a medium having a
function of transmitting information, such as a network (com-
munication network) such as the Internet or a communication
line such as a telephone line.

Also, the above-described program may be a program for
realizing some of the above-described functions. Further-
more, the program may be a program capable of realizing the
above-described functions through a combination with a pro-
gram already stored in a computer system, i.e., a differential
file (a differential program).

While the present invention has been described above
using the exemplary embodiments, a technical scope of the
present invention is not limited to the scope described in the
exemplary embodiments described above. It is apparent to
those skilled in the art that various changes and improvements
can be made to the exemplary embodiments. It is apparent
from the recitation of the claims that modes to which the
various changes and improvements have been applied can
also be included within the technical scope of the present
invention.

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-138053,
filed on Jun. 22, 2011, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein in its entirety by reference.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention is applicable, for example, to power
management of a server group having a plurality of servers.
The present invention increases the reliability of the power
control of the server group and reduces the power consump-
tion of the server group.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE SIGNS

100 ... Power management server (power management appa-
ratus)
200 . . . Server group

300 . . . Load monitoring server (load monitoring apparatus)
101 .. . Load information collection unit

102 .. . Power supply stop determination unit
103 .. . Power supply stop instructing unit

104 . . . Communication unit

201 . . . Process control unit

202 . . . Load information collection unit

203 . . . Power supply stop control unit

204 . . . Power supply start-up determination unit
205 . . . Power supply start-up control unit

206. . . Storage unit

207 . . . Power supply unit

208 . . . Communication unit

301 . .. Load information collection unit

302 ... Storage unit

303 . . . Communication unit

What is claimed is:

1. A server connected to a plurality of other servers, the

server comprising:

a power supply stop control unit which stops a power
supply of a predetermined processing unit which is a
processing unit to which supply of power from a power
supply is to stop among processing units which use the
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power from the power supply upon receiving a power
supply stop instruction signal instructing to stop the
power supply;

a power supply start-up control unit which intermittently
starts up the power supply of the predetermined process-
ing unit when the power supply stop control unit stops
the power supply of the predetermined processing unit;

a power supply start-up determination unit which deter-
mines whether a processing load of other servers which
are executing their processes among the plurality of the
other servers is higher than an upper limit load deter-
mined in advance as a load required to be processed by
servers the number of which is greater than or equal to
the number of the other servers which are executing their
processes when the power supply start-up control unit
starts up the power supply of the predetermined process-
ing unit; and

a process control unit which controls process execution for
the predetermined processing unit if the power supply
start-up determination unit determines that the process-
ing load of the other servers which are executing their
processes is higher than the upper limit load.

2. The server according to claim 1, wherein the power
supply stop control unit stops the power supply of the prede-
termined processing unit if the power supply start-up deter-
mination unit determines that the processing load of the other
servers which are executing their processes is not higher than
the upper limit load.

3. The server according to claim 1, further comprising a
load information collection unit which collects load informa-
tion indicating a processing load of the plurality of the other
servers,

wherein the power supply start-up determination unit cal-
culates processing load rates of the plurality of the other
servers indicating the ratio of a current processing load
to a maximum processing load determined in advance in
accordance with throughput of the plurality of the other
servers based on the load information, calculates an
average of the processing load rates of the plurality of
the other servers, determines whether the average is
greater than or equal to a predetermined first threshold,
and determines that the processing load of the other
servers which are executing their processes is higher
than the upper limit load when the average is greater than
or equal to the first threshold.

4. The server according to claim 1, wherein

the power supply start-up determination unit determines
whether a predetermined time elapses from when the
power supply stop control unit stops the power supply of
the predetermined processing unit, and

the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power
supply of the predetermined processing unit ifthe power
supply start-up determination unit determines that the
predetermined time elapses from when the power supply
of the predetermined processing unit stops.

5. The server according to claim 1, wherein

the power supply start-up determination unit determines
whether a time interval increasing in accordance with
the number of times the processing load of the other
servers which are executing their processes is deter-
mined to be lower than a predetermined second thresh-
old elapses from when the power supply stop control
unit stops the power supply of the predetermined pro-
cessing unit, and

the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power
supply of the predetermined processing unit ifthe power
supply start-up determination unit determines that the
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time interval has elapsed from when the power supply of
the predetermined processing unit stops.

6. The server according to claim 1, further comprising:

astorage unit which stores shared data to be shared with the
plurality of the other servers; and

a differential synchronization processing unit which
receives updated differential data in the shared data from
the other servers when the power supply start-up control
unit starts up the power supply of the predetermined
processing unit, and updates the shared data based on the
differential data.

7. The server according to claim 2, further comprising a

5
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the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power
supply of the predetermined processing unit ifthe power
supply start-up determination unit determines that the
predetermined time elapses from when the power supply
of the predetermined processing unit stops.

12. The server according to claim 3, wherein

the power supply start-up determination unit determines
whether a time interval increasing in accordance with
the number of times the processing load of the other
servers which are executing their processes is deter-
mined to be lower than a predetermined second thresh-
old elapses from when the power supply stop control
unit stops the power supply of the predetermined pro-

load information collection unit which collects load informa-
tion indicating a processing load of the plurality of the other
servers,

cessing unit, and
15 the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power

wherein the power supply start-up determination unit cal-
culates processing load rates of the plurality of the other
servers indicating the ratio of a current processing load

supply of the predetermined processing unit ifthe power
supply start-up determination unit determines that the
time interval has elapsed from when the power supply of
the predetermined processing unit stops.

to amaximum processing load determined inadvancein 20 13. The server according to claim 3, further comprising;
accordance with throughput of the plurality of the other a storage unit which stores shared data to be shared with the
servers based on the load information, calculates an plurality of the other servers; and
average of the processing load rates of the plurality of a differential synchronization processing unit which
the other servers, determines whether the average is receives updated differential data in the shared data from
greater than or equal to a predetermined first threshold, 25 the other servers when the power supply start-up control
and determines that the processing load of the other unit starts up the power supply of the predetermined
servers which are executing their processes is higher processing unit, and updates the shared data based on the
than the upper limit load when the average is greater than differential data.
or equal to the first threshold. 14. The server according to claim 7, wherein
8. The server according to claim 2, wherein 30  the power supply start-up determination unit determines
the power supply start-up determination unit determines whether a predetermined time elapses from when the
whether a predetermined time elapses from when the power supply stop control unit stops the power supply of
power supply stop control unit stops the power supply of the predetermined processing unit, and
the predetermined processing unit, and the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power
the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power 35 supply of the predetermined processing unit ifthe power
supply of the predetermined processing unit if the power supply start-up determination unit determines that the
supply start-up determination unit determines that the predetermined time elapses from when the power supply
predetermined time elapses from when the power supply of the predetermined processing unit stops.
of the predetermined processing unit stops. 15. The server according to claim 7, wherein
9. The server according to claim 2, wherein 40  the power supply start-up determination unit determines
the power supply start-up determination unit determines whether a time interval increasing in accordance with
whether a time interval increasing in accordance with the number of times the processing load of the other
the number of times the processing load of the other servers which are executing their processes is deter-
servers which are executing their processes is deter- mined to be lower than a predetermined second thresh-
mined to be lower than a predetermined second thresh- 45 old elapses from when the power supply stop control
old elapses from when the power supply stop control unit stops the power supply of the predetermined pro-
unit stops the power supply of the predetermined pro- cessing unit, and
cessing unit, and the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power
the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power supply of the predetermined processing unit ifthe power
supply of the predetermined processing unit if the power 30 supply start-up determination unit determines that the
supply start-up determination unit determines that the time interval has elapsed from when the power supply of
time interval has elapsed from when the power supply of the predetermined processing unit stops.
the predetermined processing unit stops. 16. The server according to claim 4, further comprising:
10. The server according to claim 2, further comprising: a storage unit which stores shared data to be shared with the
astorage unit which stores shared data to be shared with the 55 plurality of the other servers; and
plurality of the other servers; and a differential synchronization processing unit which
a differential synchronization processing unit which receives updated differential data in the shared data from
receives updated differential data in the shared data from the other servers when the power supply start-up control
the other servers when the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power supply of the predetermined
unit starts up the power supply of the predetermined 60 processing unit, and updates the shared data based on the
processing unit, and updates the shared data based on the differential data.
differential data. 17. The server according to claim 5, further comprising:
11. The server according to claim 3, wherein a storage unit which stores shared data to be shared with the
the power supply start-up determination unit determines plurality of the other servers; and
whether a predetermined time elapses from when the 65  a differential synchronization processing unit which

power supply stop control unit stops the power supply of
the predetermined processing unit, and

receives updated differential data in the shared data from
the other servers when the power supply start-up control
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unit starts up the power supply of the predetermined
processing unit, and updates the shared data based on the
differential data.
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advance as a load required to be processed by servers the
number of which is greater than or equal to the number
of the servers which are executing their processes when

the power supply start-up control unit starts up the power
supply of the predetermined processing unit; and

a process control unit which controls process execution for

the predetermined processing unit if the power supply
start-up determination unit determines that the process-
ing load of the servers which are executing their pro-
cesses is higher than the upper limit load.

19. The power management system according to claim 18,
wherein the at least one server is a server having a lowest
processing load.

20. A power management method in a server connected to
a plurality of other servers, the method comprising:

stopping a power supply of a predetermined processing

unit which is a processing unit to which supply of power
from a power supply is to stop among processing units
which use the power from the power supply upon receiv-
ing a power supply stop instruction signal instructing to
stop the power supply;

intermittently starting up the power supply of the predeter-

mined processing unit when the power supply of the
predetermined processing unit stops;

determining whether a processing load of other servers

which are executing their processes among the plurality
of the other servers is higher than an upper limit load
determined in advance as aload required to be processed
by servers the number of which is greater than or equal
30 to the number of the other servers which are executing
their processes when the power supply of the predeter-
mined processing unit starts up; and
controlling process execution for the predetermined pro-
cessing unit if the processing load of the other servers
which are executing their processes is determined to be
higher than the upper limit load.

18. A power management system comprising: a plurality of
servers; and a power management apparatus connectedtoand 5
communicating with the plurality of the servers, wherein

the power management apparatus includes a power supply
stop instruction unit which determines whether a pro-
cessing load of servers which are executing their pro-
cesses among the plurality of the servers is lower thana 10
lower limit load determined in advance as a load which
can be processed by servers the number of which is less
than or equal to the number of the servers which are
executing their processes based on load information
indicating a processing load in accordance with a pro- 15
cess status of the plurality of the servers, and transmits a
power supply stop instruction signal to instruct to stop a
power supply of at least one server among the servers
which are executing their processes to the server whose
power supply is to stop if the processing load of the 20
servers which are executing their processes is lower than
the lower limit load, and

the server includes:

a power supply stop control unit which stops a power
supply of a predetermined processing unit which is a 25
processing unit to which supply of power from a power
supply is to stop among processing units which use the
power from the power supply upon receiving the power
supply stop instruction signal;

a power supply start-up control unit which intermittently
starts up the power supply of the predetermined process-
ing unit when the power supply stop control unit stops
the power supply of the predetermined processing unit;

a power supply start-up determination unit which deter-
mines whether a processing load of the servers whichare 35
executing their processes among the plurality of the
servers is higher than an upper limit load determined in L



